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A Sick Day for Morris McGee
Created by Maayan Resnick & Ayelet Golan

Design, manipulation and acting: Maayan Resnick
Direction: Ayelet Golan
Music, sound editing and lighting design: Dan Karger
Writing: Tzipor Frumkin
Hebrew & French Narration : Jonathan Ben Haim
English Narration: Benny Elder 
Table design: Gilad Nardi
Artistic consultant: Naomi Yoeli,  Marit Benisrael

Adapted from A Sick Day for Amos McGee copyright © 2010 by Philip C. Stead. Performed by arrangement

with Roaring Brook Press, a division of Holtzbrinck Publishing Holdings Limited partnership. All rights reserved.

 

Every morning, Morris goes to the zoo where he works and spends the day with his good 
friends. Morris bathes and hugs the animals, plays and laughs with them, and sings 
lullabies. But one day when Morris doesn't show up the worried animals decide to do 
something for him.
A heartwarming story about a unique friendship, in an enchanted world.

Every day Morris exercises on his bed, chooses what not to wear, blows himself a kiss 
through the mirror, drinks tea and goes out to work at the zoo. 
His first task is to take care of the flexible elephant. He checks whether his trunk shrunk 
overnight… 
Second task, he takes the agile turtle for his daily run. 
After the break at noon, he checks the water in the pool so he and the penguin can take 
a bath together. 
Suddenly, the rhino gets sick again and Morris has to wipe his nose.
At night, the owl goes to bed because he is afraid of the dark... 
Finally, Morris returns home and goes to sleep. Good night!
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Next morning, the routine repeats itself…  Everything happens all over again and again 
and again. 

Until one day… Morris doesn't show up at work. 
The animals are all worried:  The owl cries, the rhino is in panic, the penguin is grumpy, 
the turtle is disappointed and the elephant feels insulted. 

By asking the audience for an advice, they decide to check out Morris's well-being and 
jump onto a bus to Morris' house.  The penguin gives Morris a balloon, the owl sings him a 
lullaby, the turtle honors him with a medal and the rhino wipes his nose and gives Morris 
some cookies. And the elephant – he checks whether Morris shrunk over night or not. "I've 
got everything I need" says Morris "tea and cookies with friends. I already feel better!!" 

The show is accompanied by a recorded narrator, rich in metaphors, rhymes and riddles. 
The actress/puppeteer acts according to the story told by the narrator. The dialogue adds 
complexity and liveness to the show. The audience becomes part of the game.

The play is built using repeating forms, around Morris’s routine and meetings with his 
friends. The repeating routine and joint actions grow a real friendship between Morris and 
the animals, a friendship full of creativity and inspiration, which is the center of the story.

Recommended audience:  ages 3-8
Duration of performance: 50 minutes 
Capacity: 120 spectators

Premiered in 2015

The show is available in English, French and Hebrew. 
Additional languages can be offered upon invitation.

Festivals and international presentations
>    The New Victory Theater, 42nd Street NYC, USA Season 2017 - 2018
>    Théâtre de Marionettes, Belfort, France 2017
>    Izmir International Puppets Days, 2016
>    Haifa International Children's Theater Festival, Israel 2015
>    The International Puppet Theater & Film Festival,  Holon Israel 2015
>    The Jerusalem Puppet Festival, 2014 – 2017 
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Touring conditions
People on tour: 2 persons 
1 performer (F) / 1 technician (M)
Round flights from Tel Aviv (TLV)
2 single rooms, 2 stars minimum 
Internal transportation from/to airport and venues
Per diem for every day of stay

Set transportation
4 checked luggage pieces: 
1 piece up to 208 cm and 23 kg
3 piece up to 158 cm and 23 kg
In some cases, additional checked luggage may be needed. 
 
Technical requirements
Stage size: D 2.5m / W 4m
Total Darkness – recommended
Graded seating - obligatory
Black box Theater - preferable 

Setup: 5 hours table assemble + 5 hours on the scene
Dismantling: 2 hour 

PA system, with 2 channels, the show is controlled by laptop.

Please provide an electric screwdriver
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